
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   September 15, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER- John Kornmayer called the meeting to order at 5:17 pm 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vennie Abrams (Member of Public), Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney 

(Pharmacist), Rick Covil (Consumer), Chris Davis (Member of Public), Linley Foster (Social Worker), Aaron 

Greene (Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), George Kim (Member of Public), John 

Kornmayer (Physician), Terri Palmer (Member of Public), Ellen Thomas (Consumer), and Belynda Veser 

(Psychiatrist) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Peggy Franklin (Nurse), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), Andre Overholt (Commissioner), 

Penny Padgett (Member of Public), Terri Palmer (Member of Public), and Timothy Wright (Law 

Enforcement) 

YOUTH ADVOCACY COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Mario Rodriguez 

YOUTH ADVOCACY COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Medina Ramirez 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion was made to approve the agenda by Thomas Adkins and seconded by 
Linda Greensfelder. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion was made to approve July 2022 minutes by Thomas Adkins and 
seconded by Linley Foster. The motion carried unanimously. 
      
MANAGEMENT/PROGRAM DISCUSSION: 

A. BOARD REPORT QUESTIONS:  

• Linda Greensfelder inquired about the increase in Medicaid applications. Kim Wilson 
stated these are mainly due to the pandemic in which beneficiaries could not be 
terminated during the public health emergency, which is slated to end in October. 

• Linda Greensfelder inquired about the Professional Care project. Kim Wilson 
reported on the purchase for a house for foster families and the fundraising that has 
been taking place within a church as well as donations received. 

• John Kornmayer inquired about the enrollment for Medicare. Joshua Kennedy 
stated that clients could obtain help with this at the Senior Center, as well as Legal 
Services. Steve Burney stated that these could also be done at the Foothills 
Pharmacy. 

• Kim Wilson also briefly discussed the Toy Run that will take place later in the fall in 
order to collect toys for needy children for Christmas. 

• Joshua Kennedy reported on the potential for 2 full-time driver positions, which 
would be shared between the schools and the county, but only after the school 
board and the county commissioners approve. 

B. COVID-19 UPDATES:    

• Joshua Kennedy reported on the number of cases from July to August are down 
overall, hospitalizations are on the decrease, but mortality rates have increased 
slightly. 

• Kennedy reported 2 additional cases of MIS (Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome) 

• Kennedy discussed briefly the per capita rates between Polk and the neighboring 
counties 

• Kennedy stated vaccines are available at Foothills Pharmacy and Blue Ridge Health 



C. INITIAL AUDIT OF PROGRAM FUND REVIEW: 

• Kennedy briefly discussed the changes in Public Health revenue for June as well as in 

Transportation. He also stated that less was spent than expected.  

D. INNOVATIVE APPROACHES:  

• Marjorie Vestal, Coordinator, provided a presentation of the program overall, 

including the purpose, the goals, and the collaborative mission statement between 

partners.  

• Complete presentation hereby incorporated. 

E. MEDICAID – OREGON – CRISIS INTERVENTION SERVICES: 

• Kennedy reported Oregon as the first state to earn federal approval for Medicaid 

reimbursement of community-based mobile crisis intervention services. These are 

used to help those struggling with mental health and substance use disorders. 

F. NC DHHS GUARDIANSHIP CHANGES: 

• Kennedy discussed the transition in guardianship away from the courts. He also 

reported on the inspections of facilities, the costs incurred, and locating sources for 

funding.  

• Complete report hereby incorporated 

G. TOBACCO 21 NC DHHS PRESENTATION: 

• Kennedy discussed the federal law has an age requirement of 21 years in order to 

purchase tobacco products, while North Carolina state law is at 18 years of age.  

• E-cigarette usage is up by 24% since 2017 and continues to rise 

• Complete report hereby incorporated 

H. FALLS PREVENTION REPORT: 

• Kennedy briefly discussed that Polk county is 3rd in the state for falls deaths; also 

reported on the hospitalizations and emergency department visits related to falls. 

• Complete report hereby incorporated  

COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

A. POLICY AND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

• Youth Advocacy Committee Updates: Linley Foster reported the committee members 

would like to give more input in key focus areas and help spread the word in schools 

and in the community regarding resources. These members are most passionate 

about mental health issues and would like to see more support groups, especially for 

youth. Some discussion took place regarding some board members to attend some 

Key Club meetings. 

• Community Partner Planning Meeting: Kennedy discussed the developments in the 

strategies for the three focus areas in mental health, substance misuse, and prenatal 

care. There was some discussion regarding partners that are already involved and 

suggestions were made of other partners to invite to the retreat in order to 

collaborate to achieve these goals. 

B. AGING AND ADULT SERVICES COMMITTEE:  

• Chris Davis reported on the Fish Fry fundraiser that is scheduled for Friday September 

30 in order to raise money for the Meals on Wheels program; volunteers are needed 

for clean-up and serving, as well as help with advertising. 



• Joshua Kennedy also stated the possibility of rebranding the Senior Center with a new 

name and logo, as well as sprucing up the exterior of the building. 

• Kennedy stated it is still undetermined as to whether or not training will have an  

online option for the Nursing & Adult Care Home Committee. 

NEW BUSINESS: None 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

MEETING SCHEDULE: Joshua Kennedy reported the next scheduled meeting as November 17, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn was made by Rick Covil and seconded by Thomas Adkins. The 

motion  carried unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 6:16 pm 


